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The Midwives of Color and the Underserved Communities Scholarship Guidelines 

Our vision at Birthwise is that every person has access to safe and empowering midwifery care 
that is representative of them and their community. We know that increasing the numbers of 
midwives of color and midwives serving other distinct and underserved communities is one way 
to realize this vision. Birthwise Midwifery School therefore offers two scholarships designed to 
reduce the financial barriers to education for these prospective midwives. 

The two scholarships, Midwives of Color and Underserved Communities, consist of a 
potential tuition reduction and stipends for books and materials. The applicants’ financial needs 
and their award amount are determined based on information generated by the Federal 
Application for Financial Student Aid (FAFSA) application. The tuition reduction is designed to 
eliminate out-of-pocket tuition costs above what the applicant is eligible to receive in Federal 
Financial Aid. 

We will accept applications on two dates for scholarships starting in 2020: 

• December 6, 2019 for scholarship beginning in Spring 2020 
• February 14, 2020 for scholarship beginning in Fall 2020 
• Once awarded, the scholarships apply to each subsequent semester that the student is 

enrolled at least half time at Birthwise. 

Eligibility Criteria  

• Identify as black, indigenous, or as a person of color, and/or 

• Identify as LGBTQIA+, and/or  

• Be a member of a distinct and underserved community with the intention to serve that 
community upon graduation. 

• Meet all the admission requirements as outlined in the Birthwise catalog and be admitted to 
the midwifery program. 

• Maintain satisfactory academic progress, as outlined in the Student Handbook, to continue 
receiving the scholarship. 

• Applicants without a prior college degree must be eligible for a Federal Pell Grant as 
determined in the FAFSA application process. 

• Applicants with a prior college degree (Bachelor’s, Master’s, or Doctorate) must 
demonstrate financial need through the FAFSA application process. 

o For those who cannot complete a FAFSA, please contact the Financial Aid office.  

• Complete applications must be received on or before the deadline for full consideration. 

• Current students may apply while enrolled at Birthwise and if awarded it would apply to all 
future semesters. (ex. If you entered the Birthwise Midwifery Program in the Fall of 2019, 
you could apply to receive scholarship funds starting in Spring 2020 by submitting your 
application by the December 6, 2019 deadline.) 

 



The Midwives of Color and the Underserved Communities Scholarship FAQs 

 

When is the application Deadline? 

• December 6, 2019 for scholarship beginning in the Spring 2020 semester 

• February 14, 2020 for scholarship beginning in the Fall 2020 semester 

Late applications will be considered for the following semester. (ex. If an application is 
received by December 10, 2019, it will be considered for a scholarship beginning in the Fall 
2020 semester) 

 

What does the scholarship include? 

The Birthwise scholarships include the following 

• A potential tuition reduction, based on your financial aid eligibility 

• $600 stipend for books and materials at the start of the first semester of the program  

• $200 stipend for books and materials at the start of the second, third and fourth 

semesters of the program.  

Current students who are awarded a scholarship after their first semester will receive only the 
books and materials stipend for the remaining eligible semesters. (ex. If a scholarship is 
awarded for a student’s third semester, they would only receive $200 for books and materials in 
semester three and $200 for books and materials in semester 4.) 

 

What is the student’s responsibility? 

• Complete the FAFSA application prior to the start of each academic year 

• Continue to be eligible for financial aid and show financial need 

• Submit all necessary verification paperwork to the financial aid office  

• Maintain satisfactory academic progress as described in the Student Catalog 

• Be registered in each semester for the standard full-time course load and must secure a 

preceptorship in a timely manner to maintain financial aid eligibility in all semesters.   

o Exceptions to this policy may be made under extenuating circumstances on a 

case by case bases as determined by the Academic Director.  

The student understands that all eligible Federal Student Loans and/or Grants will be included 
in the financial aid package. Any federal loans will be due to the federal government after a 
6-month grace period upon leaving Birthwise. 

 

Loss of Scholarship 

Withdrawal 

• Prior to the 30th calendar day of the semester 

o Birthwise reserves the right to cancel the scholarship 

o If a recipient received money from Birthwise which included the scholarship, the 

recipient is required to pay back the amount received 

• After the 30th calendar day of the semester 

o The student can still receive the scholarship to help cover any charges incurred 

o If the recipient’s educational costs are refunded or waived, the scholarship will be 

canceled, and the recipient will not be allowed a refund from the scholarship 

monies.  



o If this results in a balance owed to Birthwise, the recipient is required to pay that 

money back to the school. 

Satisfactory Academic Progress (SAP) 

• If the recipient does not maintain SAP, the school reserves the right to rescind the 

scholarship.   

Violation of school policies and regulations 

• The recipient is bound by the policies and regulations as outlined in the Birthwise 

Students Catalog.  Any violation of these policies may result in the loss of scholarship.  

 

How can I get my application to you? 

 

Via Email: Admissions@birthwisemidwifery.edu 

Via Mail: 24 S. High St Bridgton, ME 04009 Attn: Admissions 

Via Fax: 207-647-5919 
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